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The UK’s first ID 
cards were 
introduced at the 
start of the Second 
World War.  And in 
fact this was mine!

And the card enabled 
people to obtain ration 
books for food, etc.
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• The card was eventually abolished in 1952.
• Thanks to a Conservative Government led by 

Winston Churchill.
• We are the only country ever to abolish ID cards, 

and we abolished them again in 2010.
• Quite remarkable, but we really do hate these 

things! 
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My free pensioner bus pass pre-2006  -  I had 
absolutely no problem with this card!
Until it was suddenly abolished!  To be replaced by ...
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This little horror!  Supposedly my new ‘bus pass’.
But I was immediately suspicious.  In particular it 
doesn’t say what it is.  And what might ITSO mean?
#  In fact, it stands for Integrated Transport Smartcards Organisation!
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SO WE CAN REALLY CONFUSE ALL
THE PENSIONERS NOW!

Entitlement cards, identity cards, bus passes ... they 
won’t know the difference.  So we can do what we like!
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• My own conclusion - this card is almost certainly 
an ID card.

• So I sent it back, and I’ve paid on the buses ever 
since.

• And I’ve campaigned against it for the past 11 
years.  It’s changed my life!

• My only thought - how have they got away with it? 
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All very confusing - so what is this card really?
A bus pass, an entitlement card, an ID card or 
perhaps all three?
Let me demystify by means of a Venn diagram.
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So how was the 
card sold to the 
pensioners?
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• No doubt about it - this was promoted as a bus pass!
• Unfortunately, on the accompanying leaflet they did 

use the words ‘entitlement card’.
• Which anyway we all know is often just used as a 

synonym for ‘identity card’.
• CONCLUSION - so given all the potential confusion, 

they just avoided putting any title on the card itself! 
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• So the shocking truth was that they were issuing 
ID cards to pensioners. 

• Meanwhile, pretending that they were just 
harmless bus passes.

• And they’ve done so ever since.
• But now we come to the moment of truth.... 
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AND NOBODY WAS 
SUPPOSED TO SEE THIS...!
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A database state - all based on a ‘bus pass’ - so called!
The East German STASI would have given their eye teeth for this!
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So what precisely is a database state?
And what might the implications be 

for Ireland?

The NO2ID Logo
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So is this where Ireland is heading?
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• The use of misleadingly harmless-sounding labels, e.g. 
“Public Services Card” in Ireland and the “Bus Pass” 
in Scotland.

• Confusion over whether the card is ‘voluntary’ or 
‘mandatory’. Cards are often issued on a ‘voluntary’ 
basis at the start to make them seem less threatening.

• A National Identity Register may not be mentioned at 
all or else mislabelled, e.g. as a “Citizen Account” in 
Scotland.

• Coercion may be used to force ID card registration, 
e.g. when a person applies for a passport, both in 
Ireland and in the UK.

• Overall, ‘mission creep’ is often used to progressively 
extend the intrusive properties of the ID card system. 

Common Examples of ID Card Deception
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• An excellent 14-page 
document.

• Prepared by an expert 
panel, including 
Microsoft’s Jerry 
Fishenden, Gus 
Hosein of Privacy 
International and the 
Scottish Assistant 
Information 
Commissioner.

• A ‘must read’ 
document.

• I think that Ireland 
urgently needs 
something similar!
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   Examples of some of the principles:
• People should have to prove who they are only when 

absolutely necessary, and should be asked only for 
the minimum level of information required.

• Organisations should avoid creating large centralised 
databases of people’s personal information.

• The use of ‘persistent identifiers’  (e.g. the UCRN) 
providing linkage between independent databases 
should be avoided.

Link:
http://tiny.cc/gis5ny
So please do read it!
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“Don't let it happen (viz 1984).
It depends on you.”

From:  ‘George Orwell:
A Life in Pictures Full 
Documentary’, 2003, 
BBC

SO A FINAL MESSAGE FROM GEORGE ...
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Further information:  
www.jwelford.demon.co.uk/snec.html

or:  http://tiny.cc/oc45ny
Dr John Welford

john@jwelford.demon.co.uk
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